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Docket NO.: 65937-0037 
(PATENT) 



IN 



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Joseph L. Mark et al. 



Confirmation No.: 4645 
Art Unit: 3737 



Application No.: 10/649,068 
Filed: August 27, 2003 

For INTRODUCTION SYSTEM FOR Examiner: R. S. Smith 

MINIMALLY INVASIVE SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 

citt>pt m FNTAl UNT^^ATTON DISCI OSTTRF, STATEMENT (IDS) 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1 97 and 1 .98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
guested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cttff on 
any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits as far as is known to the undersigned (37 CFR 1.97(b)(3)). 

Applicant has not submitted copies of each cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application as required by 37 CFR 1 98(a)(2)(i), amended October 2004, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office has waived this requirement for all U.S. patent applications. Applicant 
submits herewith copies of foreign and non-patents in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2). 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other matenal 
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information as defined in 37 CFR 1 -56(a) exists, In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(h), the filing 
of this information Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any 
patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "poor art" for this invention unless 
specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted 
to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in thas 
ap pUcationbythi S firm)toourDepo S itAccountNo. 18-0013, under Ordex No. 65937-0037. A 

duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

Dated: January 3, 2006 Respe.tfixllysubmitted^ 




By/ ( 

Kristin L. Murphy 

Registration No.: 41,212 
RADER, FISHMAN & GRAUER PLLC 
39533 Woodward Avenue, Suite 140 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 
(248) 594-0647 
Attorney for Applicant 
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